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“Where is Oshin”
Tarek Abdulsamad Balam
Department of Orthodontics
Okayama University

I am Tarek from Libya. Libya, which has become famous these days, is located in the north of
Africa, between Egypt and Algeria. It is an Arabic country whose people speak the Arabic
language.

I first came to Japan in October of 2000 as a Monbusho Ph.D. Scholar. The image of Japan in
my country is that it is a well developed country especially in terms of cars and electronic goods.
However, before coming to Japan, | watched the Oshin Japanese drama, so my image of Japan
was related to Oshin.  When | came to Japan, | always wondered “where is Oshin”.

| spent 4 years and half years in Okayama which | can say, was the most important stage in my
life. | learned a lot of things which | would not have learned if | stayed in my country. During
that time, | learned about the Japanese culture which | respect in many aspects. Japanese people,
in general, are hard workers, faithful in their work, follow the system and their superiors,
respect each other and also respect the foreigners.

I returned back to my country in 2005, and then got job as a lecturer at Garyounis University, in
Benghazi-Libya. Then in 2010, I got scholarship from the Arab Fund Fellowship Program to do
research for one year, so without hesitation, | chose Okayama University which | liked and
Okayama city, being very convenient and safe for students.

Thus, 1 would like to express my gratitude to the Monbusho Scholarship Program for accepting
me, my sincerest gratitude to Professor Teruko Takano-Yamamoto, whom | respect very much,
and likewise to Professor Takashi Yamashiro for his unending support during my Ph.D. and
much more for welcoming me back to continue my 1-year program. Finally, my thanks to all the
members of the Department of Orthodontics for their kindness and support and to the Arab Fund
Program for giving me another chance to further expand my research skills and be able to return
back to the lovely city of “Okayama”
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FIEILKRERFREEEFREAEHBRICHKBEOAEDEBEZZV BHICHERNE
[CEFTHEEBEEYRI NNV EZEEEES /N E-1 (LRP-1) ITFEBE L THEZIT
WELTzo LRP-1 IR G T FIVGEZENT H5ZBMART,. FAREAKITHTZY LRP-1
BEFOIRTE/ VI TIRLETHORIERPICKRENEFTIRLT 52 &M
ERNRMAEEENIC LRP-1 BEFERIE/ v 79 FLEYIRTIXBRECAEE
TEHILBE. 2BICHITSH LRP-1 OMEEDEEMIARE SN TUVE LIz, ZOHEK
RTT. AEEARBXUATNIZEEMHERE- MR TO LRP-1 ORE - BEZHSMNIZLTL
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Lipopolysaccharide-induced  epithelial monoamine
oxidase mediates alveolar bone loss in a rat chronic
wound model. Am J Pathol. 2009; 175 (4): 1398-1409.
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